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> American Skunk-Cabbage

< (Lysichiton americanus)

Family name: Araceae (Arum family)
Common name/s: American Skunk-Cabbage,

American Skunk-Cabbage (Lysichiton americanus) is a large wetland
plant known for its bright yellow flowers and skunk-like odour. In
Ireland, it is considered an invasive species that poses a threat to
wetland ecosystems by forming dense colonies that outcompete native
vegetation. The plant spreads through seed dispersal and rhizome
expansion, making management challenging. Control strategies
include mechanical removal, herbicide application, and preventative
measures to limit its spread. If left unmanaged, American Skunk-
Cabbage can significantly impact biodiversity and wetland habitat
dynamics.

Description - American Skunk-Cabbage is a large, perennial wetland
plant known for its distinctive bright yellow flowers and unpleasant
skunk-like odour. It has been introduced to various parts of Europe,
including Ireland. The plant thrives in moist environments and can form
dense colonies.

Key characteristics include:

Height: Can grow to a height of 0.5-1.5 metres, with
the flower spathe standing taller than the foliage.

Leaves: The leaves are large, broad,
and oval-shaped, measuring 30-150
cm in length and up to 70 cm in width.
They emerge from the base and are
bright green with a leathery texture.

Flowers: Produces a large, yellow
spathe (leaf-like bract) that surrounds
a central spadix covered with small, yellowish-green
flowers. Flowering occurs from March to May. The
spathe emits a skunk-like odour, especially in warm
weather, which attracts pollinators such as flies.
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Fruit: Forms a cluster of berries on the spadix,
which contain seeds that can be dispersed by
water.

Stem: The plant does not have a traditional
above-ground stem; the leaves and flower spathes
emerge directly from a thick rhizome.

Root: Has an extensive rhizomatous ot 4 fagsr
root system, allowing it to spread and gj;ru Lot
form large colonies in wet soils. ‘

Habitat - American Skunk-Cabbage is native to the Pacific
Northwest of North America, where it grows in wetland habitats.
In its introduced range, it can be found in:
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e \Wetlands and Marshes: Thrives in moist,
swampy areas, such as marshes, fens,
and bogs.

. ® Riverbanks and Streams: Commonly
= - grows along the edges of slow-moving
streams, rivers, and ponds, where the soil remains

consistently wet. A

e Woodland Wetlands: Can establish in
wooded swamps and other shaded
wetland areas.

The plant prefers acidic to neutral soils and grows well in areas
with constant moisture.

Status in Ireland - In Ireland, American Skunk-Cabbage is
considered an invasive species, particularly in wetland and
riparian areas, where it can spread rapidly and form dense
colonies.

It poses a threat to native wetland vegetation by outcompeting
other species and altering the habitat. The species is listed
under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats)
Regulations 2011, making it an offence to plant, introduce, or
cause its spread.

Reproduction and Spread - American Skunk-Cabbage
reproduces through both seed production and vegetative
propagation:

e Seed Dispersal: The plant produces numerous seeds that
can be dispersed by water currents or by animals. Seeds
can remain viable for several years, enabling the plant to
establish in new areas over time.

e Rhizome Expansion: The plant can also spread through its
rhizomatous root system, where the rhizomes grow laterally
and form new shoots, allowing it to colonise large areas.

This vegetative propagation makes the plant difficult to
control once established.

Management and Control - Controlling American Skunk-
Cabbage can be challenging due to its robust growth and
ability to spread through both seeds and rhizomes.
Management strategies include:

e Mechanical Control: Manual removal of plants and
rhizomes can be effective for small infestations, but all
rhizome fragments must be removed to prevent
regrowth. Cutting or mowing can help reduce biomass
but may need to be repeated regularly.

e Chemical Control: Herbicides approved for use in

wetland areas, such as or
glyphosate, can be applied to “ X
manage infestations. Multiple 4 %
treatments may be needed for sy [ 3
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¢ Preventative Measures: Avoid
planting near natural water % W L4
bodies, ensure that garden |
waste is disposed of properly to Survey & Tremmment Trmetable
prevent the accidental spread of seeds or rhizome
fragments. Monitoring wetlands for early detection can
help manage new infestations.
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Ecological Impact - American Skunk-Cabbage can have
significant ecological impacts, particularly where it becomes
invasive:

e Competition with Native Species: Forms dense stands
that outcompete native wetland plants, leading to
reduced biodiversity and altering the composition of
plant communities.

e Alteration of Wetland Habitats: The plant's large size
and dense growth can change the structure of wetlands,
potentially affecting the habitat suitability for other
species, including birds and aquatic life.

e Hydrological Changes: In areas where it becomes
dominant, the plant can alter the water flow in wetlands
and streams, potentially impacting water availability for
other species.

For further information and free advice, please contact:
Japanese Knotweed Control Ltd.

Japanese ? " Email: m_all@jM
.- Km;thejﬂ Tel: +353 (0)86 250 8805
Control Web: www.jkc.ie
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