S Wat d
v aterweeds Stems: The stems are slender and branched, often fragments to prevent regrowth. Repeated efforts are often
(Elodea spp.) reaching lengths of several metres, allowing the needed for effective management.
plant to form dense underwater growth.

. _ : . . e Chemical Control: Herbicides o> aummmmm
Family name: Hydrocharltaceae (Frogbit fam|I3./) | The stems are brittle and can easily fragment, approved for aquatic use, such as RN ‘ 9
Common name: American Waterweed, Canadian Pondweed (depending on contributing to its spread. those containing diquat or ’ : ,, N
species) fluridone, may be applied to owmasunay [ ¢

Root: Waterweeds have a manage infestations. Waterweeds " " S ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

fibrous root system that can
anchor the plant to the

Sub-optimal Treatment D é

Multiple treatments may be

substrate, although they can also grow as a free- necessary, and care must be % &
floating fragment. taken to minimise impacts on non- o B yi?
target species and water quality. vy 1o et Tmetabl
Habitat - \Waterweeds are native to North America,
where they grow in a variety of freshwater habitats. e Biological Control: There is no widely accepted biological
In their introduced range, they can thrive in: control method for Waterweeds, although some herbivorous
fish (e.g., Grass Carp) have been used to manage their growth
e |akes, Ponds, and Canals: Commonly found in still or slow-moving in certain areas.
freshwater, where they form dense underwater mats that cover
large areas. e Preventative Measures: Cleaning boats, fishing gear, and
equipment before moving between water bodies can help
Waterweeds (Elodea spp.) are submerged aquatic plants native to North - RS A SIEEE: (A SSRIlE [ Sien ey SSeiiens of rivers prevent the spread of plant fragments.
America, known for their rapid growth and ability to form dense mats in e strea_tms, llnaupgle @izinge g ) e (555 prelietinesel i i _— _
freshwater habitats. In Ireland, they are considered high-risk invasive species eimeing i Ecological Impact - Waterweeds can have significant ecological

that pose threats to aquatic ecosystems, water quality, and recreational impacts, especially in areas where they become invasive:

activities e Reservoirs and Ditches: Frequently grow in artificial water bodies,

such as reservoirs, ditches, and drainage channels. e Competition with Native Species: Forms dense mats that
L : : tcompete native aquatic plants, leading to a reduction in
The plants spread primarily through fragmentation, making management : : : outc )
difficult. Control measures include mechanical removal, herbicide use, and U3 [PENIS [PEST MUTSAIHIED WELETS Elite] €211 HRIEID & g @ gt slfoe eyt

preventative actions to limit their spread. If left unmanaged, Waterweeds can soneliions, et Ll Sur i ol siveele, rmeld) s gl 2okl sl =

significantly impact local biodiversity and aquatic habitat dynamics. * Alteration of Water Flow and Oxygen Levels: The dense growth

Status in Ireland - In Ireland, Waterweeds are considered high-risk can impede water flow, reduce dissolved oxygen levels, and
Description - Waterweeds (Elodea spp.) are submerged, perennial aquatic InvEElie gpeeles, peledliery [ leles, iiers, sne carel, whiele ey increase sedimentation, negatively affecting fish and other
plants known for their rapid growth and ability to form den’se mats in freshwater S20L EMIEMISEIE REITE SRS VEgRIRIon el slmiently elisr i aquatic life.

ecosystem.

environments. Native to North America, these species have been widely

introduced across Europe, including Ireland, where they are considered e Impact on Recreational Activities: Can hinder boating, fishing,

invasive. Waterweeds can significantly impact aquatic ecosystems by The .rapid grovx{th and depsg mat§ of Waterweeds can impact water and swimming_ by creating den_se underwater growth that
outcompeting native plants, altering water quality, and hindering recreational quality, recreation, and biodiversity. entangles equipment and restricts movement.
activitios: Reproduction and Spread - Waterweeds spread primarily through el (e

o

Key characteristics include: vegetative propagation, although some species can produce seeds: P . gg @%3 "

N ) : : p
:rl]zdeé;/x?j’ﬁ(r)\ﬁieds can grow to 1-3 metres in length, depending on water depth e Fragmentation: The main method of spread is through stem @%3_95{&32 »
' fragmentation, where even small pieces of the plant can root and e @ e > ’%3 (1(i)nitr(1at?rcr)1g?j(|aelgg1tgh[h)
Leaves: The leaves are small, lance-shaped, and feosrrr;cr:]iz\lllv (f[ﬁlr(z)n'eﬁ'g hrhsailIggi/itt?:spsl,igatgssggea?ii rac?r“:ilghin oar a'?; gf& ~ main shoot
arranged in whorls around the stem. P Y ugh hu 9 g gear, H-t?g-.?’
or by water currents. roots .,

Waterweed Species Identification

EGERIA ELODEA LAGAROSIPHON HYDRILLA

USaitezll, Unialts) EIRS (S 1 1P LS [petr tinelil, Wilia e Limited Seed Production: While some species can produce seeds,

Ieee:jcr;r:egrlrgle:asy;;ng r1e_g r?rr]tln seed-based reproduction is rare, and most spread occurs through %?5
re%n énd slightl transluc?ent gl qg%

g ghtly : R
Flowers: Produces small, white to pale purple flowers e Human Activity: The movement of boats, fishing gear, and aquaria (R
that float-on T —_— Sl’Jrface emerging from long can facilitate the spread of Waterweeds to new water bodies.
iligle 1l G0 L Management and Control - Controlling Waterweeds is challenging due
Flowering is rare, and reproduction is mainly vegetative to their rapid growth, ability to regenerate from fragments, and For further information and free advice, please contact:

’ ' extensive distribution. Management strategies include: Japanese Knotweed Control Ltd.
. . . Japanese L ', Email: mail@ikc.ie
e Mechanical Control: Manual removal, cutting, or raking can help P ::‘Knltw\:;'}' Tel: +353 (0)86 250 8805
reduce the plant's biomass, but care must be taken to remove all _ Control Web: www.jkc.ie
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