Management and Control - Controlling Fanwort is challenging due
to its rapid growth and ability to regenerate from small fragments:

Fruit: The fruit is small and inconspicuous. It typically
appears as a cluster of small, dry, single-seeded
capsules.
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e Mechanical Control: Manual removal, cutting, or raking can help
reduce the plant's biomass, but care must be taken to remove
all fragments to prevent regrowth. Repeated efforts are often
necessary to manage established populations.

Each fruit contains a single seed and is not particularly
fleshy or colourful, blending well with the plant’s green
foliage.

Family name: Cabombaceae (Fanwort family)
Common namels Fanwort Carolina Fanwort Fishgrass, Green Cabomba
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States, where it grows in freshwater environments. It has consequences.
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through fragmentation, making management challenging. freshwater, where it can form dense Ecological Impact - Fanwort can have several significant
Control measures include mechanical removal, herbicide use, and preventative underwater mats. ecological impacts, particularly in areas where it becomes invasive:
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e Soft Sediment Substrates: Prefers muddy or sandy substrates in impede water flow and reduce dissolved oxygen levels,
It has become invasive in various parts of the world, including Ireland, where it clear, nutrient-rich water, with depths ranging from 0.5 to 3 metres. negatively impacting fish and other aquatic life.
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entangles equipment and restricts movement.

Status in Ireland - In Ireland, Fanwort is considered a high-risk

Key characteristics include: . : ) : : C
invasive species, particularly in lakes, ponds, and slow-moving rivers.

Height: Can grow to lengths of up to 2 metres, depending on water depth and
growing conditions. The plant typically forms dense, floating
mats in shallow waters.

It can outcompete native aquatic plants, reduce oxygen levels, and
impact the overall health of aquatic ecosystems.

Once established, it is very difficult to eradicate due to its ability to

Leaves: The submerged leaves are finely divided and fan- spread through fragmentation.

shaped, giving the plant its common name. These leaves

are green to olive-green and measure about 2-5 cm across. Reproduction and Spread - Fanwort spreads primarily through

The plant also produces small, floating, vegetative propagation and, to a lesser extent, seed production:

oval-shaped leaves when it reaches the
water's surface, which are typically 1-3 cm
long.

e Fragmentation: The plant spreads easily through stem fragments,
which can root and grow into new plants.

Flowers: Produces small, white to pinkish flowers that emerge llisieliowsiaiplantioieeioniseineviaredsiduicyiespeetdlly

above the water surface. Each flower is about 1-2 cm in through human activities such as boating or fishing. For further information and free advice, please contact:
diameter and blooms during the summer months. . . Japanese Knotweed Control Ltd.
e Seed Production: While it can produce seeds, seed-based Japanese ., Email: mail@jkc.ie
reproduction is less common than vegetative propagation, pr Knotweed 3\ Tel: +353 (0)86 250 8805
particularly in non-native regions. __ Control Web: www.jkc.ie
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