Fruit: Forms blue, berry-like fruits that are
about 5 mm in diameter.

S Mile-a-Minute Weed

o ) . e Mechanical Control: Hand-pulling or cutting the plants can be
(Persicaria perfoliata (syn. Polygonum perfoliatum))

effective for small infestations, especially if done before the
plant sets seed. Protective gloves should be used due to the
spines. Repeated mowing or cutting may be necessary
throughout the growing season.

¢)

The fruits contain a single seed and ripen from
late summer to early autumn.

Family name: Polygonaceae (Knotweed family)

Common name/s: Mile-a-Minute Weed, Asiatic Tearthumb, Devil's Tail, Climbing attractive to birds, which help disperse the seeds.
Knotweed e Chemical Control: Herbicides can be applied to manage larger
"oy Stem: The stems are slender, green, and covered with infestations, particularly where Mar
sharp, recurved spines that can attach to other plants for mechanical methods are ‘1 X
support. impractical. Herbicide applicationis ¢ %,
most effective when the plant is
The spines make the plant difficult to handle without young and actively growing. Mie-aMingte. soamon, E
protective gloves. { Weed optmarTeament [ B
e Biological Control: The Mile-a- suboptimaiTestmens [ ] Y &
Root: Has a fibrous root system that allows for Minute Weevil (Rhinoncomimus v 4
rapid establishment and regeneration. latipes), a natural predator of the % s
- plant in its native range, has been o, <2
g = Habitat - Mile-a-Minute Weed is native to East Asia, used successfully in some regions &wey&m:zenmmetable
\ o 3 A/ s $ | including China, Japan, Korea, India, and the Philippines. ol as a biological control agent.
I -l o : . £ - c c c c . /
LA Lot | ‘ \ e In its introduced range, it thrives in various habitats:

N The weevil feeds on the plant's leaves and stems, reducing its
Mile-a-Minute Weed (Persicaria perfoliata) is a fast-growing annual vine known * D'St#rbed A(rjeg;: Qiten ff[)unf(j. N d!tsturbec:jsons, vigour.
for its aggressive growth and ability to form dense mats. In Ireland, it poses a SUch as roadsides, construction sites, an : _ . . . .
potential threat to natural ecosystems, particularly in riparian zones and railways, where it can quickly establish. e Preventative Measures: Avoid moving soil or plant material from
disturbed areas, where it could outcompete native vegetation. L _ !nfesteq S, S MEner gt i8S e0Ees Yoy @il Sighs of
e Riparian Zones: Commonly grows along infestation.
The plant primarily spreads through seed dispersal, making early detection and rlyerbanks and streams, where water can aid in . . .
contrrz)l esgential. Kﬂar;\agement st?ategies incFude mechani?:al re?lnoval herbicide dispersal of seeds and fragments. Eco!gglcal Impapt ! Mlle-a-Mlnute Weeq 2 i seve.ral
application, and biological control using the Mile-a-Minute Weevil. Preventative . O Field dF { Edges: C tablish i _slgnlf!ca_nt selioeiezl pees, GepperiElly I e e I seeeis
measures are necessary to limit its spread and protect vulnerable habitats. pen Felds and Forest £dges. L.an establish in invasive.
open areas, pastures, and along forest edges,
Description - Mile-a-Minute Weed is a fast-growing, annual herbaceous vine where it can climb over shrubs and small trees. e Competition with Native Species: Forms dense mats that
known for its rapid spread, triangular leaves, and sharp, recurved spines along : : : : Shinieiiiel nafuve veg e, el o roduicee Diseliers iy ene
the stems and leaf veins. The plant prefers moist, well-drained soils but can tolerate a variety of altered habitat structure.
conditions, including sandy, loamy, and clay-rich soils. It grows best in

Mile-a-Minute Weed has become invasive in Europe, including Ireland, where it full sun but can also survive in partial shade. e Alteration of Plant Communities: Can change the composition of

. : . ’ plant communities, especially along riparian zones, affecting
can grow aggressively and smother native vegetation. Status in Ireland - In Ireland, Mile-a-Minute Weed is not yet species that rely on native plants for food and shelter.
The plant's ability to climb over other plants and form dense thickets makes it a W|despread .b.Ut £ Ees el & h'g.h'”Sk Invasive species If introduced, . e :
significant threat to natural ecosystems due to its ability to outcompete native vegetation and alter natural e |[mpact on Tree Regeneration: The plant's climbing habit can

y ' habitats. shade out tree seedlings and young shrubs, inhibiting forest
regeneration.

Key characteristics include: lts rapid growth and dispersal potential pose significant risks to

Height: Can grow up to 6 metres in length as a climbing biodiversity, particularly in riparian zones and disturbed areas.

s LI 6 Gkl U GOLE QI g = i, Reproduction and Spread - Mile-a-Minute Weed primarily spreads

Leaves: The leaves are triangular to heart-shaped, through seed dispersal, but it can also reproduce vegetatively:

measuring 3-6 cm in length, with a smooth surface and

entire margins e Seed Dispersal: The seeds are spread by birds, mammals, and

water, which can carry the blue, berry-like fruits to new areas.

The leaf petioles are often long and
slender, allowing the leaves to drape over
other plants.

Each plant can produce hundreds of seeds, which can remain
viable in the soil for up to six years.

e \egetative Propagation: While not a primary method of spread,

Flowels. Feeless sl il 1o 1T stem fragments can root under certain conditions, contributing to

clusters at the tips of stems from late spring to early summer.

localised spread. For further information and free advice, please contact:
The flowers are inconspicuous and not a prominent feature. . . . . Japanese Knotweed Control Ltd.
Management and Control - Managing Mile-a-Minute Weed requires Japanese e ., Email: mail@jkc.ie
early detection and a combination of control methods to prevent its p --tKn‘;tw\:;iﬂ\ Tel: +353 (0)86 250 8805
spread: ; Control Web: www.jkc.ie

© 2024 Japanese Knotweed Control Ltd. All Rights Reserved

JKC - IPS ID Card V7.4


https://www.japaneseknotweedkillers.com
mailto:mail@jkc.ie
mailto:mail@jkc.ie
http://www.jkc.ie
http://www.jkc.ie
http://www.jkc.ie
https://www.japaneseknotweedkillers.com

